Overflow
Author:	Neil Dickson 
Scripture:	
[38] Give generously and generous gifts will be given back to you, shaken down to make room for more. Abundant gifts will pour out upon you with such an overflowing measure that it will run over the top! The measurement of your generosity becomes the measurement of your return.”  
Intro
Are you aware that our church's theme for year is Limitless? 
And that the aspiration for our church leaders when it comes to applying finances and resources to mission is to live in God's overflow? 
And that our intent as a church when it comes to giving is live generously? 
Generosity. It is not something we do. It is a posture we adopt. It is a frame of mind we live by. It is a lifestyle we embrace. It is a perspective through which we see the world. 
I want to illustrate this with a concept that is familiar to us using this glass and water. 
Glass half full. What's your perspective? Half empty, half full? People use this to describe how you view life. We live in a world that says you're not enough, you don't have enough, there's not enough for eveyone, if you don't help yourself you'll miss out. 
You can have the perspective of a glass half full person and either say, "Well heck yeah, the glass is half empty. The well is dry. I need more than that so get out of my way, I'm going take what I deserve." Or you can say, "You're right. There's not enough and the well is dry. That's a good excuse to be miserable, to cling to what little I have, and do nothing." 
Neither of those responses honour God who gave us the glass in the first place.
Or you can take the optimistic view of the glass half full person and say, "Okay, the drink is not to the brim of the glass, yet. That only means there's room for more, so I'll work hard and believe that opportunity will come my way. Rain will come and the well spring will be replenished. And being positive, I might inspire other people on the journey." 
That's great, but this perspective doesn't honour God at all either, because it all depends on you working at getting the glass filled.
There is another perspective. That is to be a glass overflowing person. That is, you acknowledge that the glass is not empty and the glass is not full, but that doesn't matter because you know that there's more where that came from. The water that's in the glass now is not all that's available. There's an abundant supply in the jug or the tap, or the river, or the ocean. (Not that I'm suggesting you drink ocean water.) 
The person who looks beyond the glass to see the overflow, the abundant mindset person honours God as the source of an abundant supply that never runs out. 
Sure, there may be seasons when the flow is at a trickle. But be assured there is enough for everyone and if we let God's supply flow through us to others, we will find a limitless supply of blessings flowing back to us as God's abundant kingdom people.
Did you know that Jesus spoke about this?

(Philippians 4:19‬‬‬‬  And God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.)
[Pray]
‬‬‬‬
